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vancement of science, called for careful personal examination and inqmry- It 
Zea” that the materials have so far increased, that even “by miming redun- 
dances and concentrating the new matter within the ,I " al ^ t P^^ ble S |’”n ^e 
authors have been compelled to exceed the for.ner limits by more 

h The method and arrangement of the United States Dispensatory are too fami 
liar to require their being detailed ; the same divisions have been 
his as in former revisions. The changes that have been made, connirt o new 
information with regard lo the articles of the materia medica «1 h addition^ 
accounts of medicinal substances; the improvements which P'epara. oos h 
undergone in their modes of formation; an exposition of such as have been 
recently in.roduced; and lastly, the improvements in pharmaceutical processes; 

It would be impossible, except in an elaborate analysis, to present all ■ P 

lars in which alteration is apparent; it will be sufficient to state, ! 

given to our knowledge upon most of the important subjects, ™‘» 2 1C 

may notice aloes, catechu, cinchona, comum. ergot, gamboge , d,oe. k no 

lobelia, maranta, opium, &c. &c. Some of the more recently 
have been placed in the body of the work while others «I P 

have been described in the appendix; a similar disposal has been made ot ne 
preparations as they have been made officinal or otherwise; ^m among he ph .r 
maceutical operations we were pleased to see amore fall.«*»"»■ 
displacement. This book has done a great deal to exalt the scientific rep 11 
of our country abroad, while its career has been one of honour and usef "' neS , 
home; our interests are united in the conliunauce of its success, and we only 
hope that this may equal its deserts. 


Art. XV_ Mortality nf the City if New York. Annual Report nflnlermada far 

the year 1842, together with a brief view of the Sanatory £ 

an exposition of tome of the causes of its sickness and mortality , and the egg 
lion of a few Remedial measures fjthe consideration ,f the Common Connell. Uy 
John H. Griscom, M. D., City Inspector. 

This document, the preparation of which reflects P®* 1 ® e 

Griscom,—commences with tabular statements, showing ‘ -. , 0 „ rc e 

different classes of diseases, and each particular disease which P r ° e 
of death in New York during the year past The whole number of . 

reported was, exclusive of still-born, 8,475, being oG less than in the prece „ 
year. Of this number there were, 

White Males, - 
do Females - 

Coloured Males, - 
do Females, - 


4,110 

3,831 

7,941 

255 

279 

534 


8.475 

701 


9,170 


Premature and Still-births, 

Total Interments, - 
The number of deaths by th e first class o/*V<rac. (EpidemiC80 wa^2,3 n, an 
increase of about 100 over the preceding year s mortality, from »ie same tau, es. 
In some of the individuals of that class there appears an increase,and' a 

decrease from the bill of 1941. Measles gives butl.ttle mmstta.™ 1ia 
Pox 48 less Scarlet Fever 50 more, \vhoopin 2 -cough and l>phus (inciuain p 
Typhffid Fevcr jive an increase, Erysipelas’, Diarrhiea and Dysentery a dimi¬ 
nution. Under the term Symicha are included “ bilious, • inflammatory 

Themortality "of'the last and previous years, by diseases of the nervous sys- 
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tem, appears nearly equal. With regard to the deaths reported as from Delirium 
Tremens and Intemperance, they cannot be relied on a9 the whole truth, because 
many, of which these have been the principal causes, are returned under other 
diseases, mostly Apoplexy and Consumption. As reported, however, the num¬ 
ber of deaths in the last few years, in proportion to the population, exhibits a 
gratifying decrease. 

Under the term inflammation of brain are included “congestion of brain; 1 ’ 
under convulsions are placed “spasms,” “fits” and “cramp,” and diseases of 
brain includes “softening,” “ulceration,” “affection” and “irritation.” 

I be number of deaths by diseases of the respiratory organs was 2,242, being 
232 less than in 1841. Of consumption there died, 

\\ hite Males, - G17, of whom were under 5 years, 76 
do Females, 603, “ “ ** “41 

Coloured Males, 55, “ “ “ “ 5 

do Females, 64, “ “ “ «* 6 

1,339 136 

The proportion of these deaths to the whole (omitting still-births and casual¬ 
ties) is as 1 to 6,114. 

Of the 1,339 deaths by consumption, 719 only were of natives of the United 
States, while the great proportion of 600 were of foreign births. A very im¬ 
portant inference relative to the liability of inhabitants of this city to this dis¬ 
ease, is to he drawn from this fact. Frequent calculations have of late been 
made of the comparative obnoxiousness to it, of the citizens of Boston, Phila¬ 
delphia, and New York. The last, made in Boston,* gives the following average 
of the deaths by consumption to the whole number of deaths: 

In Boston, - - - - 1 in 6.185 

In Philadelphia, - - - 1 in 7,003 

In New York, - - - 1 in 5,547 

The returns of 1842, however, show the proportion here to be as above stated, 
1 in 6,114; or, if we include the accidental deaths, only l in 6,329, which gives 
a proportion rather better than the average of Boston. 

In his attempts to explain the high rate of mortality in New York from con¬ 
sumption, Dr. Griscom lays great stress upon the very large proportion of 
foreigners there congregated, many of whom arrive in the most destitute condi¬ 
tion, and live in the most squalid poverty, circumstances which invite disease, 
and especially fevers and diseases of the lungs. 

“ Living with their acquaintance awhile in crowded apartments, in cellars, in 
crumbling tenements, and narrow courts and streets, and upon food poor in 
quality, and stinted in quantity, they.are peculiarly exposed to inroads of dis¬ 
ease, and to none more than consumption. These causes are not peculiar to 
New York. Its climate, the least ol all, perhaps, aids in the work of destruc¬ 
tion. The same result would ensue, upon the same aggregation of causes and 
material, in any other place, and it cannot justly he charged upon any insalu¬ 
brious peculiarity of its geographical position, its soil, or meteorological qualities. 
Whence comes the great mortality by consumption of 410 natives of Ireland, as 
shown in the bill, more than two thirds the number of white natives , if not from 
the combined influences of mental, moral, and physical degradation and depres¬ 
sion, incidental to their change of country, climate, habits and associations! 
The means are not at hand for estimating the proportion of foreigners resident in 
Boston or Philadelphia, nor indeed in this city; but the different relations of the 
three places indicate very plainly the greater burden of New York in this re¬ 
spect. | 

The number of deaths reported under the head of diseases of the digestive 
organs , shows diminution of nearly 200 from the amount of the previous year. 

* Statistic? of Pulmonary Consumption in the cities of Boston, New York and Phila- 
drlpliiu, lor 30 years, with Remarks, by George Hayward, M. D., N. E. Quart. Journ. 
Med. and Surg., Jan. ISJ3. 

t The relative proportions of this class of residents may be inferred from the following 
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The greatest mortality under this general head was from inflammation of the 
stomach and bowels, and marasmus. The last named infantile affection embraces 
one third of the whole mortality from diseases of the digestive organs, nearly all 
the deaths having taken place under the fifth year. 

The classification and arrangement of diseases adopted by Dr. Griscom, is 
very similar to that followed by the Registrar-General of England, in his annual 
reports of that kingdom, extended notices of which interesting documents have 
been frequently given in the previous numbers of the American Journal of the 
Medical Sciences. 

In addition to specifying the several causes of death, Dr. Griscom gives us 
in his tables a separate statement of the mortality of the whites and blacks, male 
and female, the months in which the deaths occurred; together with the ages, 
and places of nativity of the deceased. Of the total interments, the distribution 
through the several months was as follows:— 


January, 

927 

May, 

68G 

September, 

803 

February, 

767 

June, 

Gil 

October, 

770 

March, 

787 

July, 

873 

November, 

G05 


f ril, 743 | August, 931 j December, 673 

he different ages under which the deaths are registered, are as follows:— 


70 to 80 years, 187 

80 to 90 years, 82 

90 to 100 years, 21 

100 years and upwards, 4 


Africa, 

At Sea, 
Unknown, 


Under 1 year, 2098 I 20 to 30 years, 970 70 to 80 years, 187 

1 to 2 years, 1088 30 to 40 years, 977 ' 80 to 90 years, 82 

2 to 5 years, 937 40 to 50 years, 615 ! 90 to 100 years, 21 

5 to 10 years, 381 50 to 60 years, 317 j 100 years and upwards, 4 

10 to 20 years, 351 60 to 70 years, 313 j 

Of those who died, there were born in 

United States, 6,222 France, 54 

British Provinces, &c., 30 Other parts of Europe, 51 

West Indies, 26 Africa, 2 

Ireland, 1,250 At Sea, 2 

Great Britain, 413 Unknown, 199 

Germany, 226 

The distribution of the white population of the city of New York, according 
to the U. S. Census returns of 1840, together with the ratios of the white mor¬ 
tality at different periods of life in 1842, are given in the following table. 

White Males. No. Death.* Proportion. White Females. No. Deaths!Proportion .\ 

I _ 


or 1 in 13 
“ 93 

- Ifc2 
•• 85 

•• 54 

“ 52 

** 40 

•' 21 


14C.2J4 4,057 or 1 in 3>'»| Total, Females, 161,179 3,i2l> nr 1 hi 42J 
or the mate [or thr female 

population. population. 



extract from the returns made to the U. S. Secretary of Stale, of the number of u Pas¬ 
sengers who arrived in the United Slates, 1840*’ 

° «_ dlh.j.i.l:. 


1st quarter, 
2d do 
3d do 
4lh do 


Philadelphia. 

32 

1,914 

- 1,603 
325 


New York. 
3,951 
27,310 
22,526 
6,822 


Total, 5,361 4,U79 

In 1842, 74,949 passengers arrived at the Port of New York. 
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One of the main objects of the enumerations ami investigations furnished 
through the labours of the inspectors of public health, is the discovery of the 
causes of increased mortality with a view to their removal or correction. Among 
the most serious agencies operating to increase the general mortality, Dr. Gris- 
com refers to the crowded condition , with insufficient ventilation of a great number 
of the dwellings of the city. In computing the number of the population of New 
York unfavourably situated in cellars, courts, and rear buildings, he makes the 


tollowing siaienieui.— . . , . , i r 

“Assuming the average number in each family to be four, we have a total, ot 
dwellers in aHeys, courts and cellars, of 33,668.• Many of these back places 
are so constructed, as to cut off all circulation of air—the line of houses being 
across the entrance—forming a cul de sac , while those in which the line is paral¬ 
lel with, and at one side of the entrance, are rather more favourably situated, but 
still excluded from any general visitation of air in currents. 

4 * With regard to the influence of these localities upon the health and lives ot 
the inmates, there is, there can he, no dispute; but few are aware of the dreadful 
extent of the disease and suffering to he found in them. In the damp, dark and 

chilly cellars, fever, rheumatism, contagious and inflammatory disorders, affections 

of the lumrs, skin and eyes, and numerous others, are rife, and too often success¬ 
fully combat the skill of the physician and the benevolence of strangers. 1 speak 
now of the influence of the locality merely. The degraded habits of life, the 
filth, the degenerate morals, the confined and crowded apartments, and insuffi¬ 
cient food, of those who live in more elevated rooms, comparatively beyond the 
reach of the exhalations of the soil, engender a different train of diseases, suffi¬ 
ciently distressing to contemplate; but the addition to all these causes of the 
foul influences cf the incessant moisture, and more confined air, of under-mround 
rooms, is productive of evils which humanity cannot regard without shuddering. 

h \bundant evidence of the influence of residence in cellars upon susceptibility 
to disease, might be adduced. Of the bilious typhus fever, which prevailed in 
this city in the summer and autumn of 18*20, known as the 44 Banker-street 
the following facts are stated by Dr. Pennel, in an essay, published the follow- 


44 * Out of the whole number of blacks in this district, viz. 5G2,110 lived in cel¬ 
lars, of whom 54 were sick of the prevailing fever, 24 of whom died at their 
homes; while, of the remaining number of black inhabitants, viz. 443, 101 were 
sick, of whom 4G died at their homes. From which it appears that out of 443 
who were better lodged, only 101 were sick of this disease; while, out of 119 
living in unwholesome cellars , that nearly one half were taken down with the dts- 
ease, and that nearly one half of that number died at their places of dwelling. 

44 4 Out of 48 blacks, living in 10 cellars, 33 were sick, of whom 14 died; 
while, of 120 whites, living immediately over their heads in the apartments of 
the same h uses, not one even had the fever.’ 

44 The healthful influence of good habits and better localities was 4 furthermore 
confirmed by the fact, that those persons, whether black or while, who lived a 
becoming and regular life, and did not associate with the dissolute and intempe¬ 
rate, almost always escaped, although inhabiting an adjoining house, and, in 
some instances, living under the same roof with those who were the victims 
to it.’ ” 

In the fulfilment of his duties as City Inspector, Dr. Griscom refers to various 
other causes which exercise an unfavourable influence upon the salubrity of the 
city, such as the existence of the slaughter-houses, localities not sufficiently 
drained, etc. etc., after which lie proceeds to suggest the measures which he 
thinks best adapted for the correction or removal ot the evils complained of. 

G. h. 


The cellar population of Liverpool is said to be 40,000. 


